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Royal Stantlar Lotlgo Uo: 730 (now 498) . 

I , 11.~o many "'th3r s, hav< v .nderccl why tIJ. s Lodge wa5 fo r .led , 
especially when trade• wan at su "L n lo\: ebb in Ki ldor1 dnstcr ancl t wo 
L dges u re on tho books of Granc Lodge . The Faithful Lrxlrc which 
s1 onsor d the Lodge .. 1r1po and Charity uas r.:ixod wi tl-. the.. rJothcr 
Lodge and, in fact, quite n nu:.~bcr of brethren ·.rcrc r1e~ 1 ors f both . 
The ear ly L1o~bors \Jere ,., j .ployed in the ·.wollcn induntry and ver y l ow 
wages r ado it i lpOS!:;ibla for 'brethren to pay their c.lues to both Lodges~ 
Ther o ar c n0 r e cords to sho\r \/hen the Faithful Lodge ..::cc:.socl to 
functi ~m,_ but i-c is obvious that thn pc1·ioc1 woulcl be about the end 
•Jf tho lc:130 ' s . 

It wns na .. ural that Hope and Char i.ty ,,.,,:mJd hov.? to encour age 
ncubor ship f gcmtlcn0n 0f tho l.1orc ri:lul cnt class and 1 ~nee w0 f i nd 
Prvfcssional gentler.en , iorcilentz of substnnco, soG w re Past 
Bailiffs and s onr \TCl' • Embers 1f tl.c Borough Counc.J..l . But, \lhy 
for. i another Lodr0? . 

A study of "'' _.., ::-ccorcls =-!"'o-.;: '.,hnt quJ. tc a n.tmbcr rn' the Lodge 
we r e nc11bcrs of tho Cllu1"i;i st Movcn"'~'lt o:o.t:, wi t.hout doubt , tnis liiUSt 
have caus0d so iG disscntion i,.:.~th tho strict Tory .. cnbcrs, . articularly 
when a lari:;o gc-thc1·in~ of tho ... ovo:mnt hold a 110cting at the 
Fr o(, as m::; ' Ar_1s in lol: 1 . \! Bro . Pat . O · Loa!"Y a Past 1as tor and for 
year s Secretary of the Loc1Bo was successful in a Chnrti st Ball )t fo r 
which he was rc-.mrc1cc1 • .. ii th a pn.rcol "If land ln the Dodford r egion<> 

Tho pr posed Fou..~clc 1· s of Royal stai1d.t.r d Lodge .1ac1c a nUi 1bor of 
effor ts t o talrn over the warrm .. t f tho li''d thful Lodge but it was l ost , 
the Lodge having n0t Let fo:r so, .c year.;;, ru:.d it tTP!i "Vcntually 
tli~c vcrc<l in the µossc:>s i on f H. Bro. 3onucl Htmt, W.M. of Hope ancl 
Charity in 1832, a grocer at that ti110 in llorccst< r Stroot, Kidc:crLin­
st<;r a.i1d aftcruards living in Bi r rtln tiho.a. Tho Wnr1·ant was h:md(;d ovc-r 
t th. Do:mty Pr~vincial G.l a:1: Master of ifa"t';ric!<shir(; in 1844, but 
it was then t oo late for the pro:1oscc1 founders who UL r ~ ordered by ... • 
Grond .Lo1.. .,;c t o for1. a no\1 L0dgc. 

D t.., i ls of ~ho 1 ,:rntine of +,he F0m1dcrs i !> r ocordod in the 
Cc-nton217 Fost.:..val Soavo:1ir 184-lt- 1944, b".lt I have tried ~.) give s nc 
uor e inforL:ation of the busincs~ nncl prol'ossional f0!1t lol.l()l1 \/ho f0rncd 
the Loclgc t ogcthc1· \Ii i:L sol.le of tho troubl <'!J \.rh.;.cl: rcsul tecl in its 
eventual trru1s"'c· · to D!1d1.cy in ] 851.-

Soim 1mn11 s ~g0 I wa3 in~t~ui~n~al in 'r0vcntirg a ph t br~ph of 
a tonbstonc wi t .or"...ain .in~or.ic o .. !hlcns r:•ngraved thereon appearing 
in the local prose . Thi~ in"p~.rccl ? .c .;o :_·j.nci. out 1.orc <1bC'll.t this 
Br other who 'tu··ncd out to br t•1(\ Chotr• n·1 of the Foi.mdcr r- Mcctine; . 
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Willian Has oll '19.S a Pai,.mbrokcr and Tea Merchant of Blaclcwoll 
Street, Kicldcr1 linstor, a strong r~cnbor of the Tory Party and 
aft ... rwards boca ic a l::lo1 .• bc.r of the Bc1r ou el1 c ,U!1cil . The art of 
Rh ... toric was one af his out st:mdin~ qualifications an<l r.c was 
d scribed as ' d lstiJ.1guishcd particularly by his patriarchal bear d 
and vene r ated snuff- bnx ' . 

He acted as I . G. at the c msccrati Jn cf the LoCgc and was 
ap_;ointcd Stcwa.rc'l at the Installati0n . Ther e is no r ecor d of his 
attaining tho Ch<...ir of lns Motl.e r Lodge or Royal Stone.lar d . 

He \ms und0ubt odly highly r cspccte,1 in Kiddor. linstor lfasonry 
f .:>r you will n <)tico his t o1.bstono \rhi.~h is si tuat ;c1 in St . George ' s 
Churchy!'.rtl has i11scri bc·d on it - The Sun, Hoo.1 anJ s even stars with 
t he .. vablc J cw0ls . 

The Brother minly r csp0nsi blo for the fotmcline o f Royal Stand'lrcl 
LodgL was BrothGr Willian Rode:i , the S. \I . of Ho~)c and Charity , and 
ho acted as S".:li:r ctary of tho Fvundurs Mc: Jt i ne held on li-th March 181+4 
and during tho first year of the Lodge acted as L dgc Secr etary , 
after wards takine tho Chair fron Br o . Sinpson in 1845. His wr>rli: in 
Masonry \Tas short J.i voc.1 , but of v~-ry gr eat i np rtancc t o t ho 
Province of \'orccstcrshire, fo r the f ounc.l·ti :m of which Le was 
.. a.inly r esponsible in 18li-7. Dotails of his Civic, 'fas :Jnic and 
Prof essional acti vi tics I uill gi vo lutor f 0r I cm1sid1 r then. t o be 
of e r oat inte rest , but first I feel tho.t tho other fi r st officors 
arc worthy of notG. 

Thonns Cl::.rtC' Roden, t he fi rst s.·h ,. locs int appo-ir in the list 
of W>po and CL'U'i ty Lodge or that of "'"i t hful L ~·t'o but o.1c cnn only 
assur.c thnt he was r elated to Wr:. Roc~on w' ... was a nnti vc of Knowlc, 
War 1 s. lir ")ccupiccl no further offi ce but r '°"linquinshcd his 
pr .) 0tion to W . 11. to Dr . 1!r.1. Roden . 

J c .nos Heaton was a textile: onsinc r ai.1.d Wi.lS the first , r. '1 . of 
Hope and Charity Loclgc in 1 821+ , but f '> r what r eason there is nr 
r ecor d except that the ninutos of 16th August 1824 stn.t , that 
' the \.' . ~! . sent word that ho could not nako it "'onv ni nt t ':l attend 
thu duties of his office; ' . !1c was the first J . \.r . of noyal Standard . 

Ch:- rl-s Colli:-1s (Trcasur0r ) was i n office of Hope and Chnri ty 
at the ti ·~ of the consccr o.tion o l' Roynl Stnnclc.rd and tool~ the 
chai r o.,.. 523 in :>lace of Dr. Uoclon in 181+5. 

Thr1.:ms Eclwartl Crane (S . D. ) was a carpet nnnufac turc r anC. lived 
in Br 1or.~iold Cot tug•.: , Kiddc1·oinstcr. He also failed to x :cupy 
tho Cnair of K .. S . 

Cl-i ,..,.rlcs .i:! ur; Saunders (J .. D. ) wo.s an Auctionee r of Vicar Street 
anc.l also For ... l't\.,; Str Jot , Uorcostcr t' He Has a nonbc r of 523 and 
late r ~r Worc_s~ r Ledec . His nano occurs i n a serious 1~tter 
which I will r:10. ti :: later . 

Charle s Lionel Lucy (I . G.) vas descri bed in the Census of ie41 
as a \,inc and S:Ji ri t h "' rchro1t f Kid c r~i.;1stcr, but he Jbvi msly 
l eft t ho d istrict as h · lJOS not a~)pcar in l ate r editions an.c, t 0ok 
no furt her off l. ... i n Royal Ste.ndn.rd . 

L"stly, but nost i t:tpor tant TEE FIRST\/. l·1 . - J ohn Si 1~1son , was 
a Ti 1b..-. r J ... rch~t of Clcns1~orc, Kitlcorr.U.nstcr an r:1 Pr.st Hest0r ) f 
523 hnving occupi ed the Chair in 1831 . Durinb .'1is y :ir in t•10 Ch-iir 
of 523, he wns obl i ged on tHo occasions t o cr.:ulato l\.iL1g S l Jdon 
in han UinJ;; unfortunate i!'1c i dcnts . He \ms a :1an o f gr eat ability 
and l:tucL r espected . His r ownrd in Provincinl Grand Lodge was t o 
be appointed Gr and Rceistrar. 
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The Lo. gc was cons..,cr<'tcd on Hcdncsd~y, 12th Jtu10 1841~ by 
Br o . John 0 . Tr u . .ian assistr d by brethren of Lodges in \Jorccstc rshirc , 
StafforJ.shire n..nc'! Harwicksr..irc. The Lion Eotcl Wtl: tho place r~ this 
rri~eting, the propri c.. tor being Bro . Broa°{S \:ho \/O.S ~ :;::::nbc:i.· of i;ha 
Lodge of Hope and Charity . 

I have 1.1anagcd t ) procure a cop:r of a J>ieturo of High $ trcct 
and the Lion HJtel taken about the ti:-1c of the t:o~1~ccre.tiorJ. 1 or you 
will notice that Bro . Sro :>ks• na.Jc appo.::.rs e.bovc the c;'!.t:-~mcc . 

I will now proceed to the bc3t of ny abil:'... (.71 'to co\·c;· tr .. c ncln 
i t c;_s of interest during the :;b: year G ';a:1 o.: Royal ~+,;T..d~::..·cl Lodge 
i n the tO\m of its birtl:. 

1844. Tho \Torlc f th~ Lodge \\, ~ ~a.r!'j.ocl om:; \.'i thout a."ly ilJ.cidcnt of 
note with the exception of absL•.v"o o_~ :oilc of th:; o .. :r.:c0:-3 . 

1845. Dr . Willim~ '1 ,J m was installed a;~(~ I :'eel chat ~he follm•ing 
note talccn froo th~ C nt_nary Sou·•onir i:- wo::thy of attcntior~ .• 
Br o . Br ooks had .aclJ a heavy charge for r~.:·.,..c: :i11on:= s r\nd ' the brcthrc:l 
wer e urnm.ir1ous tr.at tr • ..: holC.ing of Lodec.s .:i·~ Pub~.ic Hoasc::; nt nl.l 
had been ru1ply l.! r1onstratccl in thj 5 to· ;n ~ l ~ :t ;.~ca:c evil ~ l' . 

Thr Lodge W'-1 s r cr.:ovccl to ~he hou:;c o:!.' -:1~ - · .. f. t:, ~ .0:: . Roc.lcn . 
(His house wo.s si tuatcd at the Horscfai.r end of Di.:.1:!. .:· St:·cet n.m· 
is now a P~r '{ Butchers shop) . 

Nov . 1846. The Lodge was r c..Jov ·1 t'> th~ .i.tl1"11r.cur.~ 1~001 . .s in H~.gh Str""ct . 
These r o'Jr:s war e aftorwnras .'1 'l..:.:?1 1 M<l"'l:ct Ch.,1 .!Jo:-~;. The buU dint: 
was d~ 1olish JC. 8 years a(,) a.'rld is now occup.:.C'1 u;r t"10 . .:;:'.;ion"'l 
ll""stn.i.nstcr Ba..11k . At this 1. '"'tini; Bro . J, Col,..:;_~1 :, I"P . tf . of 523 
was installed . 

Feb . 12th 1847 . The Lod&C called Cl ~})CCJ.~J. ·~C~~ ...... [, i!'1cn the rast~ .... ::; 
and two brethren f Loclges 313 Dudloy; 31 .. 9 \iorcc!1i;J:•: i 5~3 ··1ddcr. u '1stcr; 
and 772 Worcester ..,ttcndcd to cii scn5D the ~~or.1a t:.i.on cf a P::-o\·inciai. 
Gr and Lodg1.· f·) r \J )r c.Jstorshirc . 

After n vc.,ry lm1gthy discussion it '1a.s "'C c;o l •· :r: ·:..o .1."o:--.1~rcl the 
applicat.i ::m to t' i ~ Gronc.l Rcgistrnr, 

The.; D.IJ!)licc.tion w~s .sc.nctioncd b:· G::i..'ani:: Lo lgJ •llld L::- .. Roden ··a. 
duly instnllcc~ ~luring \;}. ..,t yc.:!r D.5 D~:·'1ty l"':·ovi~1c i.aJ. G:·~'!d ? 1.:lS t c r ~ 

Dr . \lillia?.~ Mer shall follo\/od H. B:- .. co:.· ~·i( :: ii. i:. 1 .. C~ui~·. The ~·uar 
did not pr ove a hnppy one for D:·. :toc"c. l or 'ifJ.:: :°.'t :)!"l·:t: . .:::ul:irl:.r :;o 
f r Royal Standard. 

Dr . Hillian Ma.rshn.11 ... .-as <:! 1. · _icj_e,.1 o~ :'cnt · bi.Ii :y ~1( \ff'.~ the 
first president of the :.usic Roor.1s f th 'BOl'Ol.~ h, (no-.; known as tho 
TO\·m Hall) . 

Isaac Wcdlcy, a loc~l ~1i.stori:-m 1 aid al~'1 .:-n m· '°X.t:.~t cf r c:mtc 
dcscr ib .... s Dr . lli.!rshal1. as foJ lows.- !'~ · .i i· .. h<...11 i..~s c. r'<."'IJ. of ve ry 
courtly cloportr~ont, bat ~"'lfortun.atcl:' .':J: •• _ .: r ... :i t"blc t'"'r.pc ::::- um.ch 
ap!1en.r J t"' n~-:c hit. w able to kc_) a':· s ~·.at:' 'tvgc ·hc.c fc i· v ry 
lon&. This lcscription of hi··l lc".d!:i :J ··- :n·~s11 .c. ·.;11~;; th1s u:•s w .y 
the Soni r 'fc.r clc:1 , Br- . 'd.cklcwrig:1t, ::i:ezi "'"l~d :bi.:- off "~= en 
25th :.ugust 1847 ~ Br • . 1id:l()wright late·· occu >ice t:10 Chair of 523 
in 1854. 

Sept . 15th 1847 . Ifoticc '1a!'J recoivor" rci~ tt. \·:.: . tha-: O\li.1.. to 
incrcL"sing pr:)fcssional c.lutics he \FU~ un:.iblCJ t 1 [ ttc.ml Loe.le ".n future . 

These r csit.n'l.tions hn l n very unforttnatc l'.:ffo·~"'; on the uorkiag of 
the Locgc . 
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A study of the followinc L'JC!gc not s will cxpl'lin why this 
particular year \ 10.S so di sost r ous to tho not..bors of th0 Lodge . 

July 28th 1847. Tho •as Ballen, Solicitor, To\m Clc. r .< of KiCdl- r n.inst.J r 
was initiat..:i<l o 

August 25th 1847. Hu \10.S pass ... G. to th ~ S C')lld Dc.c;;r ' .. 0 . 

Sept . 28th 1847 . Bro . H:illcn t',...t d as S . il . and wns also r aised to 
the sublinc d<..gr 0\.. ~f a M. ii. 

June 14th 1848 . '.i'hc Deputy Pr .Nincial Gr ai1c! l·instc. r , Dr . Rod.m , in 
the Chair ' Bro. T. Hull en tns (..;lcctcd t) x::cupy t h \l . 11 1 s Chc.ir f u r 
th., nsu.i.1g y( ur . 

July 19th 1848 . Br') . T . Hall...n w.,s installed by the D-. 1 • • Prov . G. M. 
(the i..;lccti0n of f'l~st r W"lS r c::;cin:icd ruid the installation .. inutc s 
wor e not confi r1 .0d) • 

Sept . 13th 1 81~8 . The r.m11bl,; r s l1c. r 1.. Slli.:uonod to 1,cct to r ece ive a. 
co1u1un.icnti on f r - 1 tho Gr"na Hnst r "f tho Pr )vinco . 
i!o broth~r att_n l,jd so the L...i g_ w::i.s not o:i;n 1. 

Oct . 11th 1848 . The Dcp . Prov . G. ~- . actin~ es \J . M. stat ... L! that the 
Prov . G. li. hnd iJOintcc.l out that thu clocti >n o.nd installati )n of 
Br..J . Hallcn was irrC'Cttlur and tho.t the pr c "'dings f the r:at t _r 
sh.::>ul i bi r e. scindud . 
Bro . Ho.lL~n pr opos ..... d that the 11inutcs of the Installation bt"\ n ot 
c 'Jnfiri...;d . This wus co.rri d .. 

t•lov . 8th 1848 . Br') . Hul.Lm D ~nin lcctcd ifast'Jr for th ... -..nsu.ing year . 

Dec . 12th 18L,.8 . Br ) . Hall~n d~clinod t 1 be insto.llcc.l f o r :.1n.ny r easons . 

Feb . 13th 1849 . Dr . Rod .n ai point~d to con-c inuc as ~fast : r '1n<l 
Bro . Tilckn inv .. ,stcd o.s S . H •• 

June 25tn 18l19 . Bro . i! . W. Hodges \l::?.S instnll~tl ns \J .M. Bro . Ho lges 
wo.s M Auctionc r with offi ces in tho Athcnu~lli.. Rooi .. s nud wo.s also a 
L.Jtb r of the Atl! nn. u;. Clul . P tms als-:> Prov . G. Seer t a ry a.r. l 
'1as r o- clcctad ns \; .u. on Jtuw 11th 1 850 . 

I.fay 28th 1851 . It H"~ decided thnt r cm:it c vc11ts ho.c naclc 1 t 
i 1µossiblc for th ... 1:-lclgc to be curri:.tl on with 'ldV'lntn. c in Kidd r _.in­
stcr nnd that tro.:1sf, r t"'l th~ Duc,l y Ar. ?S H )t 1, Du. 1 y be 1adc 
subj ect to th') ap:)rovnl of U J Pr vin~icl Gr ar1 l .lnstcr. ~hvn 
f 0llowccl t!1c e l ecti on ":>f S<'V ·n t>rr t, r I! of Du :1 y !J.S j ':>inin.; )r .. bor3 . 

July 2nd 1851 . The first 11octing toolc plec .,_t Duc'J.lcy . 

The r.c "'ting :Jlacos of Royo.l Sto.n<.1nr d Lodge in Kiddor i .i nst e r have 
near ly all lis[tpp o.r l ; -

TH~ LION HOT.CL . :io'1 lloolwor th ' s Stores . 
ASSElffiLY ROO iS . if J W a D<l.ncc :-tall at the nc ,, Post Office ond of 

..till Str ·ct . 
Dr . Radon ' s HJusc . ir~w n Pn·l: But".!h1 r ' s s'1op in t he Horse.fair . 
ATHENAEUii R00.1S. Lat r r f" - nn ._d ' .Iarl~ t Cho.Lbors ' , tlc1 cilishcd in 1964, 

oncl th0 s it, is l1'1W .)C".!Ui iccl by th lo.ti on::il 
,J _st ..instc r Ban!: . 

NAS01 IC iALL . A r oar. use cl in th , old Guiltl tiall, Hi c;;h St r oot . 
BLACK HOHSE Illl f . This i s th"' ·mly lace \/l ich r oaaJ.ns, but I a: 1 

tolcl th 'lt i t will sh )rtly ...tiso.j)j_X. '\I' . 
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Brethr en will wonde r why Dr . Roden resigned the office of 
Deputy Provincial Gr and Master after only two years . 

\I . Br o . J . c. Brooke of the Worcester Lodge recently gave a talk 
to his Lodge on certain happenings in 1848, (fUll details are in the 
Provinci al Library); briefly it refers to a brother who had joined 
the Wor cester Loc.l2e . Bro . Charles Henry Saunders was the first J .D. 
of Royal Standard Lodge and at the tine of his joining the Wor cester 
Lodge he was in arrears of dues in both Royal Standard and Hope ane 
Charity . No clear ance certif icate had been produced at his election . 
A number of letters were exchanged between Dr. Rodeu and the 
Wor cester Lodge and Dr. floden even issued a threat to have the Lodge 
erased. Although Dr . Roden was Dep . Prov . G. M. , he was not 
Ii1 CHARGE o.nd the Wor cester Lodge contended that the nuthori ty was 
the sole r esponsibility of the Grand Registrar. During this lengthy 
dispute Bro . Saunder s fulfilled his oblig~tions and paid his dues 
to both Lodges . This inciclent, '1ithout doubt , consiclerably upset 
Dr . RoC.en who, at the ti:Je , was fully e.ngngec.l in Civic duties ond 
his many duties at the Hospital anc his o\ln surgery . 

At the meeting of Provincial Gra.n<l Lodge in August 1849 
Dr . Wm. Roden announcec his resi6nation as Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master . It is with regret that on the transfer of Royal Standard 
Lodge to Dudley he toolc very little interest in Mnsonry . 

On 11th October 1884 the Doctors ' son \Jillia1 Mason Roden 
(solicitor and secretar y of the Borough Education Boar d) found his 
father in his 1ruch loved gar den irt u collapsed condition . He passed 
away that evening at the age of 70 . 
Note.- The son of the Doctor was a founder of the Lechrner e Volunteer 
Lol1ge . 

Dr .. llilliaIJ Roden will Le r ener.bered in Masonry for his founding 
of one of the finest Lo1lges in the Province ar1c1 for his being 
r esponsible for the fact that he was, without doubt , i nstrumental in 
the fornation of Worcestershire as a separate ?rovince . 

DOCTOR WILLIAM RODEH. 1814 - 1 884. 

(photograph include«) . 

William Roden came to Kiclder•Jinster at the age of 14 froh1 Knowle, 
\../arks . 

He was articleJ to a Surgeon in the Horsefair . 
He studied at Queens College, Bir ningha.;1 and Uni vcrsi ty College , London. 

1836. He was appointed a .• e 1ber of the Apothecaries ' Conpany. 
1842 . He was awar e.led the degree of !faster of Arts. 
1844. He was awarc1 ed the degr ee of Doctor of tledicine . 
1851 . He was appointed a Fellow of the aoyal College of Surgeons , 

and a Fellow of the Royal Colle go of Physicians . 

Masonic Appointments . 

Senior War den of the Loc....be of Hope ancl Charity Ho : 523 . 
Founding and first Secr etar y of Royal Standar d Lodge Uo~ 730 . 
\-I . M. of Royal Stanaard Lodge 1845 and 1849 . 
Deputy Provincial Grand nnster of \!orcestcrshire 1847 - 1849 . 

Ci vie Appoint rlents . 

Mayor of Kidtlcr.ainster 1848, 1862, 1863 and 1864. 

J .D. 9/72 . 
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